
Dear Mr Poots 

Re: Response to Draft Budget 2008-2011 

I am writing to urge the Executive to increase the amount of funding 
allocated to the arts in the draft Budget.   It is an accepted 
principle in
other places in the world that arts and cultural activity are vital
components in social, economic and cultural regeneration, yet their
contribution to building a new Northern Ireland is not adequately 
reflected in the proposed budget. 

I have worked as a musician through the Creative Youth Partnership 
scheme for the past two years and have witnessed first hand the
overwhelmingly positive impact that music has had on the hundreds of
young people I've had the privilege to work with. If funding is cut as 
drastically as is proposed, schemes like CYP will be unable to 
continue. 

We know that this is a tight spending round, but the proposed 
allocation for the arts falls desperately short of DCAL's request, 
based on the Arts Council's assessment of need, for an additional £26 
million over the three year period. In the grand scheme of the 
Executive budget, this tiny amount for the arts could deliver so much 
throughout the region. 

If the allocation is not increased, the arts in Northern Ireland will 
continue for the foreseeable future to be consigned to the bottom of
the 
league table of funding in the UK and Republic of Ireland.   Surely the
people of Northern Ireland deserve the same cultural entitlements as
our neighbours on these islands. 

The importance of financial stability for artists and arts 
organisations 
cannot be underestimated.   This budget will leave many people working 
in 
the arts facing immediate difficulties.   Their future is, at best,
uncertain, and confidence is at an all time low.   Without meaningful 
investment, it will not be possible for the arts to contribute fully to
vital wider agendas and PfG priorities, such as health, social 
inclusion and education, or to capitalise fully on the great economic 
potential of cultural tourism and the Creative Industries. 



It is incredible to think that fantastic organisations like Live Music 
Now, The Ulster Youth Choir and Orchestra, Kaboosh and CYP could go to 
the wall if you, at the executive, don't sort it out. The arts impact 
on so many aspects of our lives, and should be something to celebrate, 
not stifle.  I hope that the final budget will result in the level of 
public investment that will enable the arts to make their vital
contribution to building a better, more dynamic and competitive
Northern Ireland. 

Yours sincerely, 

Anne McCambridge 


